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PERTH CASINO — INDEPENDENT MONITOR — APPOINTMENT 
Statement by Minister for Racing and Gaming 

DR A.D. BUTI (Armadale — Minister for Racing and Gaming) [1.19 pm]: On Wednesday, 12 October 2022, 
I announced that Paul Steel, who is currently an assistant commissioner with Western Australia Police Force, 
will be appointed to the position of independent monitor of Crown casino. The Perth Casino Royal Commission: 
Final report, which was handed down earlier this year, included 59 formal recommendations, and outlined a pathway 
for Crown Perth to establish its suitability to hold a casino licence after a two-year remediation period. This included 
the appointment of an independent monitor to oversee that remediation, and to approve, monitor and report on the 
remediation plan of the casino operator. The independent monitor will play a critical role in the remediation process 
and in restoring the public’s faith in the operation of Perth casino. 
Mr Steel will bring to this new role decades of experience in organised crime investigation, organisational 
transformation, delivery of cross-government strategic outcomes, and senior leadership. During his career, Mr Steel 
has been the assistant commissioner leading the intelligence portfolio and the metropolitan region portfolio and 
has also held responsibility for the child sex offender register. Currently, he has responsibility for counterterrorism 
and emergency response, state traffic, air wing, water police, mounted police, canine and the tactical response group. 
Mr Steel was also an integral part of Western Australia’s successful management of COVID-19 as the leader of 
Operation Tide, the WA Police Force’s response to the pandemic. 
Mr Steel will commence in the new role of independent monitor on 31 October. The costs of the independent monitor 
and his staff will be recouped from the casino operator. The Casino Legislation Amendment (Burswood Casino) 
Act 2022, which gives the independent monitor the appropriate legislative powers to monitor and assess Crown’s 
remediation processes, recently passed the Parliament and received royal assent. As I have said previously in this 
place, the people of Western Australia, including the thousands of hardworking casino employees, deserve to have 
trust in the casino operator. The appointment of the independent monitor is the latest step in the Western Australian 
government’s response to the royal commission and represents a new era of integrity, accountability and transparency 
at Perth’s casino. 
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